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name to the treatment. He classifies it with osteopathy and Chris¬ 
tian Science. Although we agree with the author that every case of 
appendicitis should be operated upon, and that medical treatment 
should be given no place excepting when operation is impossible, 
we regret the light way in which he speaks of the opinion of recog¬ 
nized authorities. He also shows a tendency to illustrate his remarks 
by a discussion of his own successes and others’ failures. His after- 
treatment probably shows his individuality more than anything in 
the book. After a simple removal of the appendix the patient is 
allowed to walk to his room from the operating-table if a local 
amesthetic has been used; to get out of bed on a commode, or some¬ 
times to go to the closet for the purpose of urination or defecation; 
to sit up in his chair at his meals on the day following operation, and 
after that is allowed to walk about the hospital. A list of twenty- 
nine cases operated upon during twelve months is given, in which 
the time spent in bed varied from five hours to twenty-one days. 
Thirteen of these patients were out of bed in forty-eight hours or 
less. The administration of liquid and semiliquid diet in the simple 
cases is begun within a few hours after the operation. No abdom¬ 
inal support is advised, and no restriction as regards exercise is 
made. It is stated that the patient should be able to leave the hos¬ 
pital within a week. 

The closing portions of the book deal with peritonitis, some of the 
varieties of intestinal obstruction, perforated typhoid ulcer, and 
malignant disease of the intestine. The book closes with several 
pages of adages. The reader is impressed at once with the author’s 
clearness of statement, his absolute conviction in the various posi¬ 
tions taken, and especially those in which he differs from a large 
majority of surgeons. J. H. G. 


The Surgery of the Heart and Lungs. A History and R6sumd 
of Surgical Conditions found therein, and Experimental and 
Clinical Research in Man and Lower Animals, with reference to 
Pneumonotomy, Pneumonectomy, and Bronchotomy, and Car- 
diotomy and Cardiorraphy. By Benjamin Merrill Ricketts, 
Ph.B., M.D., Member of the American Medical Association, 
Western Surgical and Gynecological Association, International 
Medical Congress, 1887, etc. New York: The Grafton Press, 
1904. 

The advancement which has been made during the past few 
years in the surgery of the heart is simply remarkable. The medical 
journals have been full of reports of interesting and unusual cases, 
especially of stab wounds treated by surgical operation. The sub¬ 
ject is one of peculiar interest to all surgeons, and there is naturally 
a demand for a book devoted to this subject. 
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REVIEWS. 


The author has contributed largely to the surgery of the heart and 
lungs, especially the experimental side of the subject, and with his 
papers many are no doubt familiar. A large part of this book is 
devoted to history and bibliography, and is consequently made up 
largely of quotations and references. T h is portion, therefore, will 
be found of inestimable value to anyone who wishes to look up the 
surgery of either the heart or lungs. No attempt has been made on 
the author’s part to consider all the diseases of the heart and lungs, 
but only those which may require surgical interference. He has been 
most careful to verify all his statements with references. The 
original part of the work consists in a report of his extensive experi¬ 
mental work on dogs. 

This book is a most valuable contribution, and one for which we 
bespeak a marked success. J. H. G. 


A Text-book of Clinical Diagnosis by Laboratory Methods. 
For the Use of Students, Practitioners, and Laboratory 
Workers. By L. Napoleon Boston, A.M., M.D., Associate in 
Medicine and Director of the Clinical Laboratories, Medico- 
Chirurgical College, Philadelphia; formerly Bacteriologist at the 
Philadelphia Hospital and at the Ayer Clinical Laboratory of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. With 320 illustrations, many of them in 
colors. Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders 
& Co., 1904. 

Beginning with an explanation of the mechanics of the micro¬ 
scope itself, the author has taken pains to be explicit in his account 
of the various techniques. The opening chapter considers the care 
and use of the microscope and its accessories, and explains the laws 
of refraction and the values of the different lenses usually employed. 
This attention to detail is manifest throughout the book. 

In the section on blood there is a complete description of its exam¬ 
ination in health and disease, including a study of cryoscopy and 
osmosis. Later, the different diseases of the blood are taken up, and 
their special pathology and bacteriology studied seriatim. The 
author has, unfortunately, not been so systematic in the chapters 
devoted to the analysis of urine, but has, however, given an exhaust¬ 
ive treatise on that subject. 

A very good account of animal parasites is included under the 
different chapters on the blood, the urine, and feces. The exam¬ 
ination of the secretions of the nose, eye, mouth, and the genital 
organs is taken up in the latter part of the book, as is also the 
analysis of milk and the study of the parasitic skin diseases. 

There are over 300 illustrations, with a number of colored plates, 
those illustrative of the malarial parasite being especially noteworthy. 





